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MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
Petition 

Hon Giz Watson presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 577 persons - 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

I, an undersigned citizen of Western Australia, respectfully request that the Honourable Members of the 
Legislative Council in Parliament assembled, give their earnest attention to the plight of people with 
mental illness, their families and carers in Western Australia; a plight now heightened by proposed 
State Government funding cuts to Mental Health Services, the first such cuts by any State Government 
in recent memory. 

I further request Honourable Members to acknowledge the full extent of the needs of people with 
mental illness, their families and carers and the continuing under funding of services required to meet 
these needs as instanced by statistics showing: 

•  About 14% of children and adolescents and 18% of adults will be directly affected by 
a mental illness each year. 

•  Mental illness accounts for about 30% of the total burden of non-fatal disease. 
•  About 62% of Western Australians with a mental illness do not receive treatment 

from health services. 
•  The state Government Allocates only 7.5% of the health budget to mental health 

services. 
Finally, I request that: 

1. In view of the existing gap between such levels of need and a disproportionate 
funding allocation and;  

2. In view of the Government’s commitment to the 2003-2008 National Mental Health 
Plan assented to by the Minister for Health on 31 July 2003.  

The Parliament will move to ensure the proposed funding cuts to mental health services do not proceed, 
that the State’s commitment to the National Mental Health Plan is honoured, and that funding for 
mental health services is adjusted to be more in line with the actual level of need.  
Your petitioner will ever thus pray. 

[See paper No 2112.] 
 


